
  

Chapter Overview  
 Summer brings a lull in our activities, 

although the Tours Group continues to provide 

exceptional opportunities to visit scenic and 

educational places throughout the year. The 

2014 New Mexico legislative session is past, with 

some favorable results, and weôre preparing for 

the 2015 30-day session in cooperation with the 

Department of Veterans Services, State Adjutant 

General, and local military and veteran 

organizationsðmore on what you can do later.  

 The New Mexico Council of Chapters met in 

Las Cruces on May 3. We discussed legislative 

affairs, national budget issues, membership 

initiatives, needs for auxiliary liaison, National 

MOAA convention in Colorado Springs, charitable organizations (Vet 

Integration Center in Albuquerque seeks to expand services; Veterans 

Home in Truth or Consequences), Storming the Hill (National coordinated 

lobbying in DC), and general business matters. A lot of discussion on the 

Council web site (www.nmmoaa.wordpress.com):  

¶ What else should be added?  Take a look; recommend information for 

posting. 

¶ How should it be maintained? A volunteer is needed ; currently 

paying $50/month to a webmaster). If you could help, please let 

me know ; the Council canôt really afford the continued costs to 

maintain the site and post information.  

¶ Moved, seconded, and passed that the Council continue to pay the 

webmaster. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Albuquerque Chapter 
Board of Directors 

President 

COL Roger W Mickelson, USA (Ret ) 
(505) 332-9273 
tmci6@aol.com  

1st  Vice President 

Col Frederic Brown, USAF 

(505) 856-1927 

fmbrown4@comcast.net 

2nd VP-Programs 

LCDR Edwin L Brawley, Jr. USN (Ret) 
(505) 400-4562 

ebrawley@comcast.net  

Secretary  
Frances Spallina  

(505) 822-9642  

franspal@aol.com 

Treasurer 

Col Rettig P Benedict, Jr, USAF (Ret) 
(505) 856-2787 

rbenedict4@comcast.net  

Immediate Past President 

Col Charles E Wood, USMCR (Ret ) 

(505) 332-8268  

chuck.wood06@comcast.net  

 Navy Rep 

LCDR Edwin L Brawley, USNR (Ret) 

(505) 400-4562 

ebrawley@comcast.net 

Marine Corps Rep 

Maj Robert E Rider, USMC (Ret) 

(505) 821-2716 

rider04marine@centurylink.net 

Army Rep 

COL Roger P Knight, USA (Ret) 

(505) 321-1730 

Air Force Rep  

BrigGen Regner Rider, USAF 

(505) 828-3010 

regrider@centurylink.net        

US Coast Guard Rep   

CWO4 James J Levesque, USCG (Ret)  

(505) 792-9307 

 jimlevesque8678@msn.com  

USPHS Rep 

CAPT  H. John Wirth, USPHS 

(505) 866-5943 

vcrp.0100@comcast.net 

Auxiliary Rep & Liaison 

Mary Kay Olson  

(505) 836-7840  
makatie5@msn.com  

Albuquerque Chapter 
Club Chairpersons 

Ski Club Rep 

BrigGen Regner C Rider, USAF 

(505) 828-3010 

regrider@centurylink.net   

Breakfast Club 

LtCol Philip Messuri 

(505) 798-6941 

phil@investandplan.com 

 

Golf Club Rep 

VACANT 

Special Assignments 

ROTC/AWARDS 

CDR Michael J Cochran, USN (Ret) 

(5806) 790-0933 

mic122147@att.net 

 

Club Representative 

COL Roger P Knight, USA (Ret) 
(505) 321-1730 

 

Finance 

Col Rettig P Benedict, Jr, USAF (Ret) 

(505) 293-0996 

rbenedict4@comcast.net 

 

Legislative Affairs 

Capt David A Coulie, USAF (Ret) 

(505) 856-7440 

davecoulie@aol.com 

 

Membership Directory 

Karen Brown  

(505) 856-1927 

kmbrown8@comcast.net  

 

Mary Kay Olson 

(505) 836-7840 

makatie5@msn.com  

 

Nominating 

LtCol Michael A OôDell, USAF 

(505) 797-2386 

mnodell@comcast.net  

 

City Military Affairs  

COL Roger P Knight, USA (Ret) 
 

Consumer Advisory Board 

LCDR Marlene S. Mathis, USN 

(505) 299-7585 

 

Veteransô Memorial Rep 

COL Roger P Knight, USA (Ret) 
(505) 321-1730 

 

Membership Recruitment 

CAPT  H. John Wirth, USPHS 

(505) 866-5943 

vcrp.0100@comcast.net 

 

Personal Affairs        

Col David A Camacho,  USAF (Ret)  

(505) 275-0532 

camacho06@aol.com  

Team Kirtland            

LCDR Marlene S. Mathis, USN 

(505) 299-7585 

 

United Veterans Council      

COL Roger P Knight, USA (Ret) 
(505) 321-1730 

 

Editor, ALBUMOAA     

Capt. William C. Walters, USAF 

(505) 822-0899 

captainbillyw69@gmail.com 

 

 

Chapter Staff Officers 

Chaplain 
MG John JD Noel, NMSDF (Ret) 
(505) 804-5644  

Historian 
Vacant 

Tours Club Reps 

Karen Brown 

(505) 856-1927 

kmbrown8@comcast.net 

 

Judy Keppler 

(505) 293-5274 

jarjkeppler@comcast.net 
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 This led to a broader discussion of the need for 

an expanded Finance Committee and development 

of a Council budgetðboth ideas strongly urged by 

Rett Benedict. The motions passed, and we can 

expect increased fiscal responsibility in the future. 

 Recruiting new members and retaining current 

members are issues facing all chapters. Free first 

year memberships, building on the National 

referral program, and direct contact are three of 

the ideas that we all need to push with 

acquaintances, business associates, retirees, and 

service members to strengthen our voice with the 

community and legislators. Iôve handed out a 

ñpalm cardò (about 3 x 8 inches) with this short 

message (Iôll ask that it be posted on our web 

site), www.ALBUMOAA.org:  

Why should YOU join the Albuquerque 

Chapter of the Military Officersô 

Association?  Because you could help 

us : 

¶ Preserve the earned entitlements of 

veterans, retirees, and their survivors. 

¶ Assist deserving charitable organizations 

whose goals reflect our principles.  

This is our primary goal in 

Albuquerque.  

¶ Support legislation to exempt Veteransô 

retired pay and survivor benefits from 

NM Personal Income Tax (PIT). 

¶ Support education and hiring 

preferences for veterans living in New 

Mexico 

¶ Provide services for chapter members, 

their dependents, and their survivors.  

¶ Support veteran's memorials and 

monuments in New Mexico. 

¶ Get involved with our tours group, ski 

club events, monthly breakfast 

discussions, and other activities. 

 We want all veterans, not just retired officers, 

and patriots who are interested in our programs to 

become active in our chapter. 

 Regular and Auxiliary membership is FREE for 
the rest of the year in which you become a 
chapter member. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 In 2012 Chapter established the Albuquerque 
Chapter of MOAA Endowment at the Albuquerque 
Community Foundation (ACF) to enhance our cur-
rent, and especially our future, ability to contribute 
to worthy charitable organizations that help our 
military personnel, veterans and their families.  
The endowment was initiated in late January of 
2012 and has grown well as a result of contribu-
tions and the growth in the investments. The 
Board has adopted a policy of using the annual 
distributable amount to increase our Giving in each 
year.  For those who are so inclined, gifts can be 
made to the Chapter Endowment as a part of a 
memberôs estate or as part of a yearly donation.  
More information about the annual performance 
and use of the distribution will be published in a 
future ALBUMOAA.  For questions, the Chapter 
point of contact is the treasurer, Rett Benedict, 
rbenedict4@comcast.net or 505-453-4962 (cell).  

Albuquerque Chapter of MOAA 

Endowment 

 Go to www.ALBUMOAA.org and click on Join 
the ABQ Chapter link. 
 Again, I urge all chapter members to seek 

out candidates for membership . Tell them how 

we can help them, and how they can help us help 

all currently serving troops, veterans, and 

surviving spouses. 

 

Sincerely, 

Roger  

COL Roger W Mickelson, USA (Ret ) 
Chapter President 

http://www.albumoaa.org/
http://albumoaa.org/index.php
http://www.albumoaa.org/
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Policy Statement 

 The Albuquerque Chapter of MOAA is not 

associated with the Department of Defense.  This 

Newsletter is published bi-monthly. Views 

expressed in articles or editorials in this Newsletter 

are not necessarily the views of the Chapter nor do 

they reflect its policies. Publication of 

advertisements or mention of any commercial 

businesses does not constitute Chapter 

endorsement. Comments , suggestions and articles 

of interest are welcomed.   

 Send to: Bill Walters, 6629 Orphelia Ave NE, 

Albuquerque, NM 87109; phone 822-0899 or by e-

mail: captainbillyw69@gmail.com  

MOAA Legislative Action Alerts: http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/    

Breakfast Club Notes 

Where:  Weck's Restaurant Louisiana and  

 Montgomery 

When:  The last Wednesday of each month 

Time:  0730 Hours  

Menu:  Your choice and come hungry - large 

 portions                              

Cost:  Pay for your own breakfast 

Speaker:   See calendar inside back page. 

Reservations:  Not required 

Contact Person:   Phil Messuri, 798 ï6941 (W) 

or 867 -3605 (H) 

Have a suggestion for a speaker?  Call Phil!  

http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/


5 

Contacts of Interest 
Updated March 21, 2014 

 

Congressional Switchboard ïtoll freeï provided by MOAA ............................................................................................... 1-877-762-8762 

 

Senator Martin Heinrich ......................................................................................................................................... http://heinrich.senate.gov/    

     Washington Office: B40D Dirksen Senate Office Bldg, Washington, DC 20510                (202)224-5521 

                         (800)443-8658  

     Albuquerque Office: 625 Silver Ave. SW Ste 130, Albuquerque, NM 87102 ...............................................................   (505)346-6601 

 

Senator Tom Udall .................................................................................................................................................. http://tomudall.senate.gov/   

     Washington Office: 110 Hart Senate Office Bldg. Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 ............................ (202)224-6621 

     Albuquerque Office: 219 Central Ave. NW Ste 210, Albuquerque, NM 87102 ............................................................. (505)346-6791 

 

Congressman Michelle Lujan-Grisham ........................................................................................................... http://lujangrisham.house.gov   

     Washington Office: 214 Cannon House Office Bldg. Washington, DC 20515  ............................................................... (202)225-6316 

     Albuquerque: 505 Marquette NW Ste 1605, Albuquerque, NM 87102 .......................................................................... (505)346-6781 

 

Congressman Steve Pearce................................................................................................................................... http://pearce.house.gov/     

Washington Office: 2432 Rayburn House Office Bldg. Washington, DC 20515 ............................................................      (202)225-2365  

Los Lunas Office: 3445 Lambros Loop NE, Los Lunas, NM 87031 ...............................................................................       (855)473-2723  

 

Congressman Ben Ray Lujan, Jr............................................................................................................................ http://lujan.house.gov/   

Washington Office: 330 Cannon House Office Bldg. Washington, DC 20515 ...............................................................       (202)225-6190  

Rio Rancho Office: 3200 Civic Center NE Ste 330, Rio Rancho, NM 87144 .................................................................       (505)994-0499  

 

MOAA National HQ: 20 N. Washington St. Alexandria, VA 22314 .. ........................................ http://www.moaa.org/  1-800-234-6622 

MOAA Legislative Alerts ............................................................................................................................. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/ 

 

Albuquerque Chapter of MOAA .........................................................................................................................http://www.albumoaa.org/ 

 

DD-214 On lineéééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé ............. http://vetrecs.archives.gov/   

 

Kirtland AFB éééééé..http://www.kirtland.af.mil/ ééééé...éééééééé.  .............. (505)846-0011 OR (505)853-0011 

     Pharmacy Refills: .......................................................................................................................................................................... 846-5770 

     Casualty Assistance: ....................................................................................................................................................................................  

Kirtland Casualty Assistance Office:  ................................................................................................................................ 846-5508  

Retiree Office (BRAVO):  ................................................................................................................................................... 846-1536 

     Military ID Card Service: (serving all branches, military retirees, dependents and survivors) ............................................ 846-5431 

     Will Preparation/Change: (retirees, dependents, survivors by appointment only)................................................................. 846-4217 

http://bingaman.senate.gov/
http://domenici.senate.gov/
http://www.tomudall.house.gov/
http://pearce.house.gov/
http://lujan.house.gov/
http://www.moaa.org/
http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
http://www.albumoaa.org/
http://vetrecs.archives.gov/
http://www.kirtland.af.mil/
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Chapter Auxiliary  

 Military Coalition Luncheons:  Call Frances or 

Marvin Spallina 822-9642 or email: frans-

pal@aol.com for reservations. 

 Col. Roger Knight from the New Mexico Veter-

ans Memorial needs volunteers to welcome visitors 

at the Memorial. His number is 505-321-1730 or 

call Teresa Sanchez who is on the Board. Her 

number is 505-256-2042.  She is at the Memorial 

Tuesday and Wednesday. You always work with 

another person. 

 The ROWC Retired Officers Wives Club meets 

the third Wednesday starting again in September. 

Call Barbra Bloom for reservations 505-271-9535.   

 May 3rd was our annual remembrance of those 

Albuquerque Chapter of MOAA members who died 

this year.  It was well attended and a wonderful 

occasion.   

 Karen Brown and Judy Keppler want to remind 

you of all of the wonderful trips and events they 

plan each year.  Read in this issue and call them 

with your questions and reservations. 

 You are welcome to join us with Clean-up one 

day per month at the New Mexico Veteranôs Me-

morial.  Call Chuck Wood for information. 505-332

-8268 

 Ski Club starts in August.  All information is in 

our Newsletter. 

 The best way to meet others is to join in our 

celebrations. 

 Have a great Summer! 

Mary Kay 
Your Auxiliary Representative: 

Mary Kay Olson  
505 -836 -7840  

makatie5@msn.com  

mailto:franspal@aol.com
mailto:franspal@aol.com
mailto:makatie5@msn.com
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Tours Club Pictures 

�<�]�v�P�•�������v�Ç�}�v���E�W��-���&���o�o�•��-���E���v���Ç���˜�����]�o�o �W�����]�.�����K�������v�����}���•�š��-�����•�š�Z���Œ���˜���^�µ�•���v��
�~�v�]�������• 

�t�}�v�����Œ���s���o�o���Ç���Z���•�}�Œ�š��-���,���Ç�Œ�]���� 

�z�}�•���u�]�š�����E�W��-���'�o�����]���Œ���W�}�]�v�š���s�]���Á��-���d���Œ���•�� 


